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shall forfeit the goods so landed, one half to the  informer, and the other
half to the Company.
"That all private merchandize laden on board the Company's sloops or
other vessels be regularly manifested and pay a freight to be collected by the
Sea Customer viz., two per cent to and from Batavia and one per cent to and
from any of the Company's settlements on the West Coast.
"That private merchandize shipped on board the Company's vessels for
Fort St. George or any other of the Company's Presidencies or their subordi-
nates be likewise manifested to pay freight there, and that the captains or
masters of such vessels receive no goods on board without a permit signed by
the Secretary, and the said freight shall be ascertained before such merchandize
is shipped and regular certificate thereof signed by the Company's Govcmour,
Chiefs or other proper person or persons.
"It being our intention that our servants on the West Coast should have
the liberty of importing goods from any parts of India, and the beforegoing
regulations being made in consequence thereof, the order therefore contained
in the letter from the Presidency of Fort St, George of the 21th October 1754, by
which all piece goods imported on the West Coast are prohibited, except such
as were manifested at Fort St. George, is at an end.
"In the said letter of the 21th October 1754, opium, iron and salt are
entirely reserved to the Company and all other persons are prohibited from
trading therein; with respect to opium and iron, the prohibition is from hence-
forward to cease, and you are at liberty to trade therein as formerly;
as to the sale of salt it is still to be reserved to the Company, but
our servants are to be at liberty to purchase any quantities that can be spared
for exportation, they paying for the same after the rate of forty dollars for
a coyan"
73.    The beforegoing regulations are not calculated solely for the benefit
of our servants upon the West Coast, but that the trade there shall be open to
all other persons therein mentioned, in as full a manner as at all our other
settlements; you are to take care therefore that as far as we have any concerns
therein, they are carried into execution accordingly so as may best answer our
intentions.
74.    The general situation of affairs and the necessary directions in this
time of danger, as well with respect to the French as your concerns with the
country Government, will be communicated by the gentlemen of the Secret
Committee to the President and the rest of die   gentlemen   of  the   Select
Committee at Fort William.
75.    Your care and vigilance is not to be confined to your Presidency only,
but must in this dangerous juncture extend to the general interest of the
Company wherever and whenever it is in your power to be of service; for this
purpose a good harmony must be kept up with our other Presidencies that you
may mutually assist each other, and here it is necessary you should be inform-
ed that we have reminded our Governour and Council of Fort St, George
of the defenceless condition of our valuable settlements in Bengal, and have
accordingly recommended it to them to g?ve such assistance as may tend so far
as lyes in their power to their preservation whenever there appears a necessity
for it.